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SUBJECT: DISPOSITION OF CASES FROM JANUARY 1977 RIOTS 

1 . COUNSELOR OF DEPARTMENT, MATTHEW NIMETZ, HAS RECEIVED 
LETTER FROM VICTOR KOVNER OF NEW YORK LAW FIRM, LANKENAU 
KOVNER AND BICKFORD, CONCERNING STATUS OF EGYPTIANS 
WAITING TRIAL IN CONNECTION WITH JANUARY 1977 RIOTS. 

2. KOVNER WITH WIFE SARAH, VISITED EGYPT IN FEBRUARY 

OF THIS YEAR. DURING VISIT THEY MET CHEHATA HAROUN WHOM 
THEY DESCRIBE AS A JEWISH LAWYER ACTIVE IN THE EGYPTIAN 
LEFT. KOVNER MET HAROUN THROUGH FRIENDS ACTIVE IN AMNESTY 
INTERNATIONAL (AI). MRS. KOVNER HAS BEEN WORKING FOR 
SOME TIME WITH AI. 

3. KOVNER LEARNED FROM HAROUN THAT NEARLY 200 EGYPTIANS 
OF VARYING DEGREES OF POLITICAL ACTIVITY WERE SOON TO BE 
BROUGHT TO TRIAL IN CONNECTION WITH 1977 RIOTS. ACCORDING 
TO HAROUN A NUMBER OF LEFTIST LEADERS WERE SIMPLY PICKED 
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UP. JAILED AND HAVE NOW BEEN CHARGED WITHOUT ANY TANGIBLE 
CONNECTION TO RIOTS. HAROUN HAS EXPRESSED HOPE THAT 
DEPARTMENT COULD INQUIRE ABOUT THESE PROSECUTIONS TO DETER- 
MINE WHETHER THEY ARE BASED UPON THE DEFENDANT'S POLITICAL 
PHILOSOPHERS AS DISTINCT FROM ANY OVERT ACTS OF VIOLENCE. 

4. KOVNER EXPRESSED GENERAL PLEASURE WITH VISIT TO 
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EGYPT AND MENTIONED "INFORMATIVE AND HOSPITABLE" MEETING 
WITH POLCON LOWRIE. 

5. WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S COMMENTS BY APRIL 3 ON 
STATUS OF DISPOSITION OF CASES AGAINST EGYPTIANS CHARGED 
IN CONNECTION WITH 1977 RIOTS AND ANY OTHER INFORMATION 
WHICH WOULD BE USEFUL IN PREPARING A RESPONSE TO KOVNER 
LETTER. VANCE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PUBLIC DEMONSTRATIONS, COURT PROCEEDINGS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 27 mar 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE078553 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: CAKENNEDY:SEB 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 33-0536 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 9780321 /aaaaarwb.tel 

Line Count: 70 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: a3b112bd-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3193566 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DISPOSITION OF CASES FROM JANUARY 1977 RIOTS 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, EG 
To: CAIRO 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/a3b112bd-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



